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Background: 

Vascular pathologies of the head and neck are rare but may in some cases mimic musculoskeletal 

pain and dysfunction. There is a known association between patients seeking care for neck pain 

and headache and the natural history and progression of vascular pathologies of the neck. There 

is a long history linking manual therapy interventions and neurovascular patient safety incidents 

with therapeutic interventions, but the association is similar in magnitude associated with primary 

care visits (Cassidy et al., 2008, 2017). Clinicians, educators and students face considerable 

uncertainty in screening and differential diagnosis in this area of practice. An international 

framework for the examination of the cervical region for potential vascular pathologies has been 

developed by a multi-disciplinary team in order to support clinical reasoning (Rushton et al., 

2020). 

Aim: 

The aim of this workshop is to explore clinical reasoning and examination approaches that may 

support teaching and learning in this challenging area of clinical practice. 

Methods: 

The workshop will be practical and experiential drawing on clinical vignettes, examination 

approaches and communication skills to share current practice and explore approaches to 

teaching this area of practice.  
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